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     April 10, 2002

The Honorable Tommy Thompson
Department of Health and Human Services
Hubert Humphrey Building
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C.  20201

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing on behalf of the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee
(CLIAC) to express our strong support for the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) National Laboratory System (NLS).  As you know, CLIAC was
chartered in February 1992 to provide you and the Assistant Secretary of Health
scientific and technical advice and guidance relative to quality laboratory practice.  It is
in this regard we applaud CDC’s efforts to establish and promote an organized nation-
wide laboratory system to improve our private-sector and public health laboratories’
capabilities and capacities to deliver critical and high quality public health testing.

The unprecedented September 11, 2001, attacks against our nation and the subsequent
bioterrorism events involving anthrax have highlighted the importance of strengthening
the U.S. public health infrastructure to ensure a coordinated and timely response to
threats against our Nation’s public health.  An essential component to meeting this goal is
the integration of the public health and medical care laboratory systems through
sustainable linkages designed to facilitate collaborations and improve communication
and quality laboratory testing at the federal, state and local levels.  Over the past two
years, CDC, through its Public Health Practice Program Office, has been working to
address these issues through the National Laboratory System.  NLS, through its strategic
initiatives, utilizes professional laboratory organizations, federal  partners, and federally-
funded state projects to assess laboratory capabilities; address gaps in training; establish
uniform standards of laboratory practice; and improve inter-laboratory collaborations and
communications.  Enclosed is a brochure that further describes NLS activities that are
helping prepare the nation to better respond to public health threats such as biological
terrorism, foodborne outbreaks, antimicrobial resistance, and chronic health issues. 



Page 2 - The Honorable Tommy Thompson

CLIAC appreciates the significant efforts of Congress and the Department of Health and
Human Services to strengthen the Nation’s public health laboratory infrastructure
through supplemental funding for bioterrorism preparedness and response activities.  As
well, the Committee thanks you for your support for the National Laboratory System. 
Only through sustained and long-term support can NLS achieve and maintain its goal of a
nation-wide laboratory system capable of providing the communication, coordination and
testing capacity necessary to rapidly detect and report outbreaks and exposures--all
activities that are crucial to assuring the future health and safety of our communities.

Sincerely,

/S/ Toby Merlin, M.D.
Chairperson
Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory
Committee

Enclosure




