
NHANES 2005 

10/11/07 Questionnaire:MEC 

SEXUAL BEHAVIOR – SXQ 

Target Group:  SPs 14-59 (Audio-CASI) 


SXQ.021_ The next set of questions is about your sexual behavior.  By sex, we mean vaginal, anal, or oral sex.  Please 
remember that your answers are strictly confidential. 

SXQ.021 Have you ever had vaginal, anal, or oral sex?   

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please select . . . 

Yes ................................................................
No..................................................................
REFUSED .....................................................
DON'T KNOW ............................................... 

1 
2 (BOX 11) 
7 (BOX 11) 
9 (BOX 11) 

SXQ.031 When you first had vaginal, anal, or oral sex, how old were you? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter an age. 

|___|___| 
ENTER AGE IN YEARS 

REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON'T KNOW ...............................................  99 

HARD EDIT VALUES:  0-59 
Error message: “Your response cannot exceed 59 years.  Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” 
and try again.” 
HARD EDIT:  SXQ.031 must be equal to or less than current age. 
Error message: “Your response is greater than your recorded age.  Please press the “Back” button, press 
“Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 3 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.090: 
� IF SP MALE, GO TO SXQ.171. 
� OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH SXQ.101. 

SXQ-1 



SXQ.101 	In your lifetime, with how many males have you had vaginal, anal, or oral sex? 

VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 


05BOX 4 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.110: 
�	 IF SP NEVER HAD MALE PARTNER (CODED '0000') IN SXQ.101, GO TO 

SXQ.130. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.350. 

05SXQ.350 	 With how many of these males have you had only oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW ......................................... 9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.350 must be equal to or less than SXQ.101. 
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of male partners.  Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear”, and try again.” 

SXQ.130 	In your lifetime, with how many females have you had sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 
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05BOX 5 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.370: 
� IF SP FEMALE, GO TO 05BOX 9. 
� OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH SXQ.171. 

SXQ.171 	In your lifetime, with how many females have you had vaginal, anal, or oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 


05BOX 7 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.390: 
�	 IF SP NEVER HAD FEMALE PARTNER (CODED '0000') IN SXQ.171, GO TO 

05SXQ.410. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.400. 

SXQ.400 	 With how many of these females have you had only oral sex? 

VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.400 must be equal to or less than SXQ.171.   
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of female partners. Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear”, and try again.” 
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SXQ.410 In your lifetime, with how many males have you had anal or oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 
DON'T KNOW .........................................

7777 
9999 

05BOX 8 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.210: 
�	 IF SP NEVER HAD MALE PARTNER (CODED '0000') IN 05SXQ.410, GO TO 

05BOX 9. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.430. 

SXQ.430 	 With how many of these males have you had only oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.430 must be equal to or less than SXQ.410.   
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of male partners.  Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear”, and try again.” 

05BOX 9 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.230: 
�	 IF SP IS MALE, GO TO 05BOX 16. 
�	 IF SP IS FEMALE AND HAD NO MALE PARTNER (CODED ‘0000’) IN SXQ.101, 

GO TO 05BOX 14. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.450. 
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SXQ.450 	In the past 12 months, with how many males have you had vaginal, anal, or oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.450 must be equal to or less than SXQ.101.   
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of male partners.  Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 14 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.460: 
�	 IF SP DID NOT HAVE ANY MALE PARTNER (CODED '0000') IN 05SXQ.450, GO 

TO 05BOX 15.  
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.470. 

SXQ.470 	 With how many of these males have you had only oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.470 must be equal to or less than 05SXQ.450. 
Error message: “Your response is greater than your number of male partners in the past 12 months.  Please 
press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 15 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.480: 
�	 IF SP DID NOT HAVE ANY FEMALE PARTNER (CODED ‘0000’) IN SXQ.130, GO 

TO 05BOX 16. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.490. 
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SXQ.490 	In the past 12 months, with how many females have you had sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.490 must be equal to or less than SXQ.130.  
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of female partners. Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 16 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.500: 
�	 IF SP IS FEMALE, GO TO 05BOX 20. 
�	 IF SP IS MALE, AND NEVER HAD FEMALE PARTNER (CODED ‘0000’) IN 

SXQ.171, GO TO 05BOX 18. 
�	 OTHERWISE CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.510. 

SXQ.510 	In the past 12 months, with how many females have you had vaginal, anal, or oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.510 must be equal to or less than SXQ.171.  
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of female partners. Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 17 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.520: 
�	 IF SP HAD NO FEMALE PARTNER (CODED '0000') IN 05SXQ.510, GO TO 

05BOX 18. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.530. 
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SXQ.530 	 With how many of these females have you had only oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.530 must be equal to or less than 05SXQ.510. 
Error message: “Your response is greater than your number of female partners in the past 12 months. 
Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 18 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.540: 
�	 IF SP NEVER HAD MALE PARTNER (CODED ‘0000’) IN 05SXQ.410, GO TO 

05BOX 20. 
�	 OTHERWISE, GO TO 05SXQ.550. 

SXQ.550 	In the past 12 months, with how many males have you had anal or oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.550 must be equal to or less than 05SXQ.410. 
Error message: “Your response is greater than your lifetime number of male partners.  Please press the 
“Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 19 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.560: 
�	 IF SP HAD NO MALE PARTNER (CODED ‘0000’) IN 05SXQ.550, GO TO 05BOX 

20. 
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SXQ.570 	 With how many of these males have you had only oral sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 

|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ..................................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9999 

HARD EDIT:  05SXQ.570 must be equal to or less than 05SXQ.550. 
Error message: “Your response is greater than your number of male partners in the past 12 months.  Please 
press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

05BOX 20 

CHECK ITEM 05SXQ.580: 
�	 IF SP HAD NO PARTNER IN PAST 12 MONTHS (CODED ‘0000’ IN 05SXQ.450 

AND 05SXQ.490 FOR FEMALES, OR CODED ‘0000’ IN 05SXQ.510 AND 
05SXQ.550 FOR MALES), GO TO SXQ.260. 

�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH 05SXQ.590. 

SXQ.590 	 Of the persons you had sex with in the past 12 months, how many were five or more years older than you? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 


|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 


HARD EDIT FOR FEMALES:  05SXQ.590 must be equal to or less than (sum of 05SXQ.450 and 

05SXQ.490) 

HARD EDIT FOR MALES:  05SXQ.590 must be equal to or less than (sum of 05SXQ.510 and 05SXQ.550) 

Error message: “Your response is greater than your total number of partners in the past 12 months.  Please 

press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 
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SXQ.600 	 Of the persons you had sex with in the past 12 months, how many were five or more years younger than 
you? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 


|___|___|___|___| 

ENTER NUMBER 

REFUSED ............................................... 7777 

DON'T KNOW .........................................  9999 


HARD EDIT FOR FEMALES:  05SXQ.600 must be equal to or less than (sum of 05SXQ.450 and 

05SXQ.490) 

HARD EDIT FOR MALES:  05SXQ.600 must be equal to or less than (sum of 05SXQ.510 and 05SXQ.550) 

Error message: “Your response is greater than your total number of partners in the past 12 months.  Please 

press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

HARD EDIT (combined) for 05SXQ.590 and 05SXQ.600 

HARD EDIT FOR FEMALES:  (sum of 05SXQ.590 and 05SXQ.600) must be equal to or less than (sum of 

05SXQ.450 and 05SXQ.490) 

HARD EDIT FOR MALES:  (sum of 05SXQ.590 and 05SXQ.600) must be equal to or less than (sum of 

SXQ.510 and SXQ.550) 

Error message:  "Your responses to the last two questions are inconsistent with your total number of 

partners in the past 12 months. Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again." 


SXQ.610 	In the past 12 months, about how many times have you had vaginal or anal sex? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select one of the following choices. 


Never.............................................................  0 

Once..............................................................  1 

2-11 times......................................................  2 

12-51 times....................................................  3 

52-103 times..................................................  4 

104-364 times................................................  5 

365 times or more..........................................  6 


REFUSED .....................................................  77 

DON'T KNOW ...............................................  99 


05BOX 10 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.245: 
�	 IF SP DID NOT HAVE VAGINAL OR ANAL SEX (CODED ‘0’) IN 05SXQ.610, GO 

TO SXQ.260. 
�	 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH SXQ.250. 
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SXQ.251 	In the past 12 months, about how often have you had vaginal or anal sex without using a condom? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select one of the following choices. 


Never.............................................................  1 

Less than half of the time...............................  2 

About half of the time.....................................  3 

Not always, but more than half of the time..... 4 

Always ...........................................................  5 


REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


SXQ.260 	 Has a doctor or other health care professional ever told you that you had genital herpes? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 


Yes ................................................................  1 

No..................................................................  2 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


SXQ.265 	 Has a doctor or other health care professional ever told you that you had genital warts? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 


Yes ................................................................  1 

No..................................................................  2 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


SXQ.270 	In the past 12 months, has a doctor or other health care professional told you that you had gonorrhea, 
sometimes called GC or clap? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 


Yes ................................................................  1 

No..................................................................  2 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 
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1
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 

SXQ.272 In the past 12 months, has a doctor or other health care professional told you that you had chlamydia? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 


Yes ................................................................  1 

No..................................................................  2 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


BOX 11 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.275: 
� IF SP MALE, CONTINUE WITH SXQ.280. 
� IF SP FEMALE 18-59 YEARS, GO TO SXQ.294. 
� IF SP FEMALE 14-17 YEARS, GO TO END OF SECTION. 

SXQ.280 Are you circumcised or uncircumcised? 

INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 

Please select . . . 


CAPI INSTRUCTIONS:  

Display the sketches below each selection.  Sketch should display by default. 

ACASI FIGURE SXQ1 – CLINICAL SKETCH OF CIRCUMCISED PENIS 

ACASI FIGURE SXQ2 – CLINICAL SKETCH OF UNCIRCUMCISED PENIS 


Circumcised...................................................  1 

Uncircumcised ...............................................  2 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 


BOX 12 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.285: 
� IF SP AGE 18-59 YEARS, CONTINUE WITH SXQ.292. 
� OTHERWISE, GO TO END OF SECTION. 

SXQ.292 Do you think of yourself as . . . 

Heterosexual or straight (attracted to women) . 
Homosexual or gay (attracted to men)........... 
Bisexual (attracted to men and women) ........ 
Something else.............................................. 
Not sure......................................................... 
REFUSED .....................................................
DON'T KNOW ............................................... 

7 
9 
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BOX 17 

CHECK ITEM SXQ.293: 
� END OF SECTION 

SXQ.294 Do you think of yourself as . . . 

Heterosexual or straight (attracted to men) ... 1 

Homosexual or gay (attracted to women) ...... 2 

Bisexual (attracted to men and women) ........  3 

Something else..............................................  4 

Not sure.........................................................  5 

REFUSED .....................................................  7 

DON'T KNOW ............................................... 9 
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