
ALCOHOL USE – ALQ 
Target Group: SPs 12+ (Audio-CASI) 

 
 

BOX 1A 
 

CHECK ITEM ALQ.005: 
 IF SP AGED 18+, GO TO ALQ.111_. 
 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE. 

 
 
ALQ.010_ The following questions ask about alcohol use. This includes beer, wine, wine coolers, and liquor such 

as rum, gin, vodka, or whiskey. This does not include drinking a few sips of wine for religious purposes. 
 
ALQ.022 During your life, on how many days have you had at least one drink of alcohol? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
 Please select one of the following choices. 
 

0 days ............................................................  1 (END OF SECTION) 
1 or 2 days .....................................................  2 
3 to 9 days .....................................................  3 
10 to 19 days .................................................  4 
20 to 39 days .................................................  5 
40 to 99 days .................................................  6 
100 or more days ...........................................  7 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON'T KNOW ................................................  99 

 
 
ALQ.010 How old were you when you had your first drink of alcohol, other than a few sips? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
 Please select one of the following choices. 
 
 HARD EDIT: IF (RIAAGEYR < 17 AND ALQ.010 = 7) OR (RIAAGEYR < 15 AND ALQ.010 IN (6, 7)) OR 

(RIAAGEYR < 13 AND ALQ.010 IN (5, 6, 7)) THEN ERROR. 
 Error message: “Your response is older than your recorded age. Please press the “Back” button, press 

“Clear,” and try again.” 
 

8 years old or younger ...................................  2 
9 or 10 years old ............................................  3 
11 or 12 years old ..........................................  4 
13 or 14 years old ..........................................  5 
15 or 16 years old ..........................................  6 
17 years old or older ......................................  7 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON'T KNOW ................................................  99 
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ALQ.031 During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have at least one drink of alcohol? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
 Please select one of the following choices. 
 
 HARD EDIT: IF (ALQ.022 = 2 AND ALQ.031 IN (3,4,5,6,7)) OR (ALQ.022 = 3 AND ALQ.031 IN (5,6,7)) 

OR (ALQ.022 = 4 AND ALQ.031 IN (6,7)) THEN ERROR. 
 Error message: “Your response is not consistent with your lifetime use. Please press the “Back” button, 

press “Clear,” and try again.” 
 

0 days ............................................................  1 (END OF SECTION) 
1 or 2 days .....................................................  2 
3 to 5 days .....................................................  3 
6 to 9 days .....................................................  4 
10 to 19 days .................................................  5 
20 to 29 days .................................................  6 
All 30 days .....................................................  7 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON'T KNOW ................................................  99 

 
 
ALQ.042 During the past 30 days, on how many days did you have {DISPLAY NUMBER} or more drinks of alcohol 

in a row, that is, within a couple of hours? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
 Please select one of the following choices. 
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
 IF SP = MALE, DISPLAY = 5 
 IF SP = FEMALE, DISPLAY = 4 
 
 HARD EDIT: IF (ALQ.031 = 2 AND ALQ.042 IN (4,5,6,7)) OR (ALQ.031 = 3 AND ALQ.042 IN (5,6,7)) 

OR (ALQ.031 = 4 AND ALQ.042 IN (6,7)) OR (ALQ.031 = 5 AND ALQ.042 = 7) THEN ERROR. 
 Error message: “Your response is not consistent with your use in the past 30 days. Please press the 

“Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 
 

0 days ............................................................  1 (END OF SECTION) 
1 day ..............................................................  2 (END OF SECTION) 
2 days ............................................................  3 (END OF SECTION) 
3 to 5 days .....................................................  4 (END OF SECTION) 
6 to 9 days .....................................................  5 (END OF SECTION) 
10 to 19 days .................................................  6 (END OF SECTION) 
20 or more days .............................................  7 (END OF SECTION) 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 (END OF SECTION) 
DON'T KNOW ................................................  99 (END OF SECTION) 

 
 



ALQ.111_ The next questions are about drinking alcoholic beverages. Included are liquor (such as whiskey or gin), 
beer, wine, wine coolers, and any other type of alcoholic beverage. 

 
ALQ.111 In your entire life, have you had at least 1 drink of any kind of alcohol, not counting small tastes or sips? 

By a drink, I mean a 12 oz. beer, a 5 oz. glass of wine, or one and a half ounces of liquor. 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
 Please select . . . 
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTION: SHOW IMAGES OF 12 OZ BEER, 5 OZ WINE, AND 1.5 OZ LIQUOR. 
 

Yes ................................................................  1 
No ..................................................................  2 (END OF SECTION) 
REFUSED .....................................................  7 
DON'T KNOW ................................................  9 

 
 
ALQ.121 During the past 12 months, about how often did you drink any type of alcoholic beverage? 
 
 In other words, how many days per week, per month, or per year did you drink? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP:  
 Please select one of the following choices.  
 
 HELP SCREEN: If you only drank part of the year, report what your drinking pattern was for most of the 

year. If you drank half of the year but did not drink during the other half of the year, report your current 
drinking pattern. Choose the closest response when a perfect option is not available. 

 
 

Every day .......................................................  1 
Nearly every day ............................................  2 
3 to 4 times a week ........................................  3 
2 times a week ...............................................  4 
Once a week ..................................................  5 
2 to 3 times a month ......................................  6 
Once a month ................................................  7 
7 to 11 times in the last year ..........................  8 
3 to 6 times in the last year ............................  9 
1 to 2 times in the last year ............................  10 
Never in the last year .....................................  0 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON’T KNOW ...............................................  99 

 
 

BOX 1 
 

CHECK ITEM ALQ.125: 
 IF SP DIDN'T DRINK (CODED '0') IN ALQ.121, GO TO ALQ.151. 
 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE WITH ALQ.130. 

 
 



ALQ.130 During the past 12 months, on those days that you drank alcoholic beverages, on average, how many 
drinks did you have? By a drink, I mean a 12 oz. beer, a 5 oz. glass of wine, or one and a half ounces of 
liquor. 

 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP:  
 Please enter a number.  
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTIONS: 
 SHOW IMAGES OF 12 OZ BEER, 5 OZ WINE, AND 1.5 OZ LIQUOR. 
 
 IF R ENTERS 95 DRINKS OR MORE, STORE '95'. 
 
 SOFT EDIT: IF RESPONSE >=20, THEN DISPLAY “You said on the days that you drink you have on 

average 20 or more drinks. If that is correct, please press the “Next” button to continue. If that is not 
correct, press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 

 
HARD EDIT: IF RESPONSE = 0, THEN DISPLAY “Your response must be greater than zero.  Please 
press the “Back” button, press “Clear” and try again. 

 
 

|___|___|___| 
ENTER # OF DRINKS 
 
REFUSED ..................................................  777 
DON'T KNOW .............................................  999 

 
 



ALQ.142 During the past 12 months, about how often did you have {DISPLAY NUMBER} or more drinks of any 
alcoholic beverage? 

 
 In other words, how many days per week, per month, or per year did you have {DISPLAY NUMBER} or 

more drinks in a single day? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP:  
 Please select one of the following choices.  
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
 IF SP = MALE, DISPLAY = 5 
 IF SP = FEMALE, DISPLAY = 4 
 
 HARD EDIT: ALQ.142 CANNOT HAVE A LOWER CODED VALUE THAN ALQ.121, UNLESS ALQ.142 

IS CODED ‘0’. 
 ERROR MESSAGE: “Your response is not consistent with your previous response about how often you 

drank during the past 12 months. Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 
 

Every day .......................................................  1 
Nearly every day ............................................  2 
3 to 4 times a week ........................................  3 
2 times a week ...............................................  4 
Once a week ..................................................  5 
2 to 3 times a month ......................................  6 
Once a month ................................................  7 
7 to 11 times in the last year ..........................  8 
3 to 6 times in the last year ............................  9 
1 to 2 times in the last year ............................  10 
Never in the last year .....................................  0 (ALQ.151) 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON’T KNOW ...............................................  99 

 
 



ALQ.270 During the past 12 months, about how often did you have {DISPLAY NUMBER} or more drinks in a 
period of two hours or less? 

 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP:  
 Please select one of the following choices.  
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
 IF SP = MALE, DISPLAY = 5 
 IF SP = FEMALE, DISPLAY = 4 
 
 HARD EDIT: ALQ.270 CANNOT HAVE A LOWER CODED VALUE THAN ALQ.121, UNLESS 

ALQ.270 IS CODED ‘0’. 
 ERROR MESSAGE: “Your response is not consistent with your previous response about how often 

you drank during the past 12 months. Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 
 

Every day .......................................................  1 
Nearly every day ............................................  2 
3 to 4 times a week ........................................  3 
2 times a week ...............................................  4 
Once a week ..................................................  5 
2 to 3 times a month ......................................  6 
Once a month ................................................  7 
7 to 11 times in the last year ..........................  8 
3 to 6 times in the last year ............................  9 
1 to 2 times in the last year ............................  10 
Never in the last year .....................................  0 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON’T KNOW ...............................................  99 

 
 
ALQ.280 During the past 12 months, about how often did you have 8 or more drinks in a single day? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP:  
 Please select one of the following choices.  
 
 HARD EDIT: ALQ.280 CANNOT HAVE A LOWER CODED VALUE THAN ALQ.121, UNLESS ALQ.280 

IS CODED ‘0’. 
 ERROR MESSAGE: “Your response is not consistent with your previous response about how often you 

drank during the past 12 months. Please press the “Back” button, press “Clear,” and try again.” 
 

Every day .......................................................  1 
Nearly every day ............................................  2 
3 to 4 times a week ........................................  3 
2 times a week ...............................................  4 
Once a week ..................................................  5 
2 to 3 times a month ......................................  6 
Once a month ................................................  7 
7 to 11 times in the last year ..........................  8 
3 to 6 times in the last year ............................  9 
1 to 2 times in the last year ............................  10 
Never in the last year .....................................  0 (ALQ.151) 
REFUSED .....................................................  77 
DON’T KNOW ...............................................  99 

 



 
ALQ.151 Was there ever a time or times in your life when you drank {DISPLAY NUMBER} or more drinks of 

any kind of alcoholic beverage almost every day? 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP: 
 Please select . . . 
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
 IF SP = MALE, DISPLAY = 5 
 IF SP = FEMALE, DISPLAY = 4 
 

Yes ................................................................  1 
No ..................................................................  2 
REFUSED .....................................................  7 
DON'T KNOW ................................................  9 
 
 

BOX 2 
 

CHECK ITEM ALQ.152: 
 IF ALQ.121 = 0, OR ALQ.142 = 0, GO TO END OF SECTION. 
 OTHERWISE, CONTINUE TO ALQ.170. 

 
 
ALQ.170 Considering all types of alcoholic beverages, during the past 30 days, how many times did you have 

{DISPLAY NUMBER} or more drinks on an occasion?  
 
 INSTRUCTIONS TO SP:  
 Please enter a number or enter zero for none. 
 
 HELP SCREEN: An occasion is a period of several hours on the same day. 
 
 CAPI INSTRUCTION: 
 IF SP = MALE, DISPLAY = 5 
 IF SP = FEMALE, DISPLAY = 4 
 
 SOFT EDIT: IF RESPONSE IS > 60 TIMES, THEN DISPLAY “You said that in the past 30 days, you 

had {DISPLAY NUMBER} or more drinks of any kind of alcohol on an occasion, more than 60 times. If 
that is correct, please press the “Next” button to continue. If that is not correct, press the “Back” button, 
press “Clear,” and try again.  

 
|___|___|  
ENTER QUANTITY  
 
REFUSED ..................................................... 777 
DON'T KNOW ................................................ 999 
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