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April 1, 2016
To:  State and Territorial Epidemiologists
From: Ruth Jajosky, DMD, MPH; CDC, Division of Health Informatics and Surveillance; Center for Surveillance, Epidemiology, and Laboratory Services; Office of Public Health Scientific Services
Subject:  Arboviral version 1.3 Message Mapping Guide update; event code update for congenital Zika virus infection

CDC has finalized the Arboviral version 1.3 Message Mapping Guide (MMG), Test Scenarios, and Test Messages and posted them to the National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS) HL7 Case Notification Resource Center at this location: https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/case-notification/message-mapping-guides.html (1).  Public health jurisdictions can now use this MMG for planning purposes (e.g., mapping data elements in the MMG to data elements in your surveillance information systems) and developing your HL7 case notification messages.  However, CDC is not yet ready to receive HL7 case notification data for the Arboviral version 1.3 MMG.  We will notify you as soon as possible when we expect to be able to receive these data. 

The conditions to use with the Arboviral version 1.3 MMG are included in the 2015 and 2016 event code lists available on the NNDSS web site at: https://wwwn.cdc.gov/nndss/case-notification/related-documentation.html.  In the event code list, the “Preferred Mechanism” column can be filtered to indicate which event codes can be sent by using the Arboviral version 1.3 MMG when CDC is ready to receive that data; the column listed as “Legacy format” indicates which conditions can be sent via the Arboviral version 1.2 MMG.  In addition, the “Alternative Mechanisms” column informs you which conditions can be sent via ArboNET (direct entry or XML upload).  

Based upon the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) interim position statement for Zika virus disease and congenital Zika virus infection (1), which makes these conditions nationally notifiable in 2016 but not in 2015, we have:
1) Assigned a new event code for Zika virus disease (11726) in 2016 that can be used with Arboviral version 1.2 case notification messages (and in the future for the Arboviral 1.3 MMG).
2) Assigned an event code for Zika virus, congenital infection (11736) for use only within your jurisdiction’s surveillance information system right now.  This code does NOT appear in the 2016 event code list.  We will add this code to the 2016 event code list closer to the time that we will be able to accept Arboviral version 1.3 HL7 case notifications. 

We also are in the process of updating the NNDSS case definitions web page to display the national surveillance case definitions for Zika virus disease and congenital Zika virus infection described in CSTE’s interim Zika position statement (2).  We expect to have these new national surveillance case definitions implemented by mid-April and this update will be accompanied by removing Zika virus disease from the Arboviral case definition on the NNDSS web site.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please email them to the CDC Electronic Data Exchange Mailbox at edx@cdc.gov with the word “Zika” in the subject line.

Thank you for your surveillance efforts.   
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