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Revisions to this document:
1) The “Note” on page 1 of this document has been updated to reflect a change (from the original release of this document) in terms of how corrections to MMWR year should be handled within HL7 case notifications. The original instructions included in this document are no longer deemed necessary.
2) The unique identifier for national reporting jurisdiction has been updated to reflect the data element identifier that comes in the HL7 case notification message. The legacy identifier is also referenced, since this may be helpful to implementers.

Background:
The purpose of this document is to provide information to National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS) reporting jurisdictions regarding which data elements in the Generic version 2 Message Mapping Guide cannot change for a case because they are used to define a unique case in CDC’s Message Validation and Processing System (MVPS) for HL7 case notifications. 
Description:
For HL7 case notification data sent to CDC’s NNDSS using the Generic version 2 Message Mapping Guide, the following three data elements are used together to define a unique case:
· 77968-6 (National Reporting Jurisdiction) (NOT116 is the old identifier for this data element in legacy systems.)   
· INV168 (Local Record ID)  
· NOT103 (“Date first electronically submitted,” which is transmitted in OBR-7)
The values for these three variables must remain the same when sending updates on a unique case.  Any changes to these variables will cause the addition of a new case to the CDC data base.   
Note: The data element ‘MMWR year’ (77992-6) in the HL7 case notification message is NOT part of the algorithm for defining a unique case within the MVPS. If changes to MMWR year need to be corrected prior to data closeout and finalization, make the correction to MMWR year and send an updated case notification to CDC. 
For additional information about the data elements used for identifying unique cases in the National Electronic System for Surveillance (NETSS) and in the NEDSS Base System (NBS) Master Message, please see Appendix A.  

For information about the dates used by the MVPS to identify the most recent update of a unique case, please see Appendix B.




Appendix A
Table I.  Data elements used to identify a Unique Case Notification Record, for Legacy Data Sources, in CDC’s Message Validation and Processing System:
	Message Format / Data Source
	Case Identifier
	Reporting Jurisdiction 
	Reporting Year
	Jurisdiction / Site (Local Physical site)

	NETSS Records

Note for NETSS Phone records, INV165 (MMWR week) is also included in the algorithm.
	CASEID 

	STATE
	YEAR 
(MMWR Year)
	SITE

	NBS Master Message
	INV168 - Local Record ID
	NBSMM001 - NBS State Code
	 
	 













Appendix B
Table II. Dates Used to Identify the Most Recent Case Notification, by Data Source:
	Message Format / Data Source
	Date 
	Comment

	NETSS
	Date Received (as per NETSS006 from the manifest file)

	

	NBS
	Date of Report (as per NBSMM003)
	

	HL7
	The most recent date listed across variables NOT103 and NOT106.    
	NOT103 refers to the Date/time the notification was first sent to CDC. This value does not change after the original notification.

NOT106 refers to the Date/time this version of the notification was sent. It will be the same value as NOT103 for the original notification.  For updates, NOT106 will have a different (more updated date) from NOT103. 
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