Date:		April 20, 2020
To:		U.S. State and Territorial Epidemiologists
From:  	Ruth Jajosky, D.M.D., M.P.H.; Surveillance and Data Branch; Division of Health Informatics and Surveillance; Center for Surveillance, Epidemiology, and Laboratory Services; Deputy Director for Public Health Science and Surveillance; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Subject: 	Use the CSTE-approved interim COVID-19 case definition for all 2020 COVID-19 cases reported to the National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On April 5, 2020, the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists Executive Board approved the interim position statement “Interim-20-ID-01” entitled Standardized surveillance case definition and national notification for 2019 novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19). This interim position statement includes the national standardized surveillance case definition for COVID-19, including asymptomatic infections caused by Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2), and explicitly adds COVID-19 to the list of nationally notifiable conditions. Jurisdictions should use this national surveillance case definition immediately for all 2020 case notifications submitted to CDC’s National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS). Jurisdictions should use their existing case notification mechanisms (see attached guidance previously distributed about COVID-19 case reporting through NNDSS, dated March 28, 2020). CDC is in the process of posting the interim case definition on the NNDSS web site and will let you know when that is available. In addition, CDC will inform you of other COVID-19 implementation updates as they become available.
Thank you very much for your reporting efforts throughout the year. Your input is essential as we continue to work together to prevent and control diseases.


cc: 
Susan Gerber
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Guidance on Initiating COVID-19 Case Reporting  
through NNDSS 


Purpose 
CDC recognizes the increasing demands of COVID-19 reporting on jurisdictions due to the 


increasing case counts seen nationally. Some states have expressed interest in moving from the 


current DCIPHER reporting system based on the COVID-19 case report form (CRF) to NNDSS-


initiated reporting in order to better align with their standard reporting processes. This guide 


outlines the options jurisdictions have to continue reporting cases and the process for switching 


to NNDSS-initiated reporting, if that is desired. 


Preferred option: Direct Data Entry or CSV-based reporting in DCIPHER 
Jurisdictions may choose to continue direct data entry, transition from direct data entry to CSV 


submission, or continue submitting via CSV files. To transition from direct data entry to CSV 


reporting, jurisdictions would export data for the COVID-19 CRF from their jurisdiction’s 


surveillance system into a CSV file of a prescribed format and provide that file to CDC daily via 


SAMS. If you would like more information on reporting via CSV submission, please contact 


eocevent118@cdc.gov.  This is the preferred option because NNDSS data alone do not provide 


as comprehensive information as is covered by the DCIPHER case reporting system.  


Alternative option: NNDSS-initiated reporting 
Jurisdictions may submit COVID-19 data routinely through their usual NNDSS process (e.g., 


GenV2, NETSS, NBS). For this response, COVID-19 NNDSS data are routed into DCIPHER.   


However, because NNDSS data alone do not provide as comprehensive information as is 


covered by the DCIPHER case reporting system (e.g., symptoms, lab, or exposure data; see 


Appendix A for full list), CDC kindly requests supplementing the COVID-19 NNDSS feed with 


direct data entry in DCIPHER. Currently, jurisdictions cannot use CSV files instead of direct 


data entry to supplement NNDSS COVID-19 data. 


How NNDSS-initiated reporting works: 
1. Determine date of transition to NNDSS-initiated reporting and tell CDC.  


a. Prior to this date, CDC will use DCIPHER-initiated submitted data on cases. After 


this date, all cases will be initiated using NNDSS. 


b. This may be a historical date (e.g., the date of your last CSV submission). 


2. Submit COVID-19 data under your normal NNDSS process.  


a. NNDSS COVID-19 data automatically populate CRFs in DCIPHER for all mapped 


variables (see the annotated case report form Appendix B). 


3. Provide additional case information that is not collected in NNDSS using direct data 


entry into DCIPHER. 
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a. This additional data entry is not required, but it is highly encouraged as CDC is 


actively using the data from the additional variables to learn as much as possible 


to best inform and prioritize response efforts. 


b. To perform direct data entry: 


i. Log into DCIPHER and click “Explore & Update Data.” 


ii. Under “Keyword,” search for the local record ID/case ID or the CDC 2019 


nCoV ID of the case.  See Appendix A to see how the CDC 2019 nCoV ID is 


derived from NNDSS-initiated submissions. 


iii. Click the case you want to update. 


iv. Edit the form for that case. 


1. Note: You should only edit non-NNDSS variables. If an NNDSS 


variable needs to be updated, it should be done within NNDSS 


because any changes to the direct entry form will override 


subsequent changes to the NNDSS submissions. 


v. Click save changes. 


How to choose between these reporting systems? 
 


 NNDSS-INITIATED CSV-BASED OR DIRECT DATA ENTRY 


BENEFITS • NNDSS is the standard national 
reporting system 


• Many jurisdictions are already 
sending COVID-19 data though 
NNDSS to CDC 


• Could reduce data entry burden 
if your jurisdiction is not 
collecting many of the CRF 
variables as NNDSS variables will 
be pre-populated 


 


• Many states have already established 
a CSV process  


• Provides most complete data  
o All CRF data is included in the 


original CSV 
o CDC and each jurisdiction can 


fully use all data being 
collected, without need for 
additional data entry 


• Case data received daily 
 


COSTS • Changes how your jurisdiction 
submit CRF data to CDC 


• Increases data entry needs if 
your jurisdiction is collecting 
most CRF data 


• Will result in data loss or minimal 
data submission if subsequent 
direct data entry is not 
performed 
 


• Outside the standard reporting 
system for jurisdictions 


• Requires each jurisdiction to set up 
formatted exports of their data 
systems, if you have not done so 
already 


• CRF data collection burden is high 


• Requires manual submission of CSV 
file to CDC or manual direct data 
entry into DCIPHER 
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Summary 
• If you are comfortable with direct data entry or have automated the existing CSV-based 


submission, continuing direct data entry or CSV-based reporting is likely easiest for you.  


These approaches also provide the most complete data. 


• If your jurisdiction can no longer support the collection of most CRF variables, sustain 


direct data entry, or if your CSV file is manually filled in rather than being an extract of 


your local surveillance system, NNDSS-initiated reporting is likely easiest for you.   


Next steps if transitioning to NNDSS-initiated reporting 
• Contact CDC (eocevent118@cdc.gov).  


o To process your NNDSS data correctly into DCIPHER, we will need the following 
information: your intended start data for transitioning to NNDSS (the date at 
which point you will no longer be initiating case reporting through DCIPHER), and 
what definitions you have used for ‘probable’ and ‘suspect’ cases so that we can 
most appropriately map these variables into our system.  


o Depending on your needs and NNDSS system, CDC may schedule a follow-up call 
to talk through the process further. 


• Review the comparison of COVID-19 CRF to NNDSS fields chart (Appendix A) to 


understand how the NNDSS data is being mapped to the COVID-19 CRF (Appendix B). 


• After confirming date of transition, begin or continue submitting NNDSS data for COVID-


19 through your usual mechanism. 


Regardless of which option you choose, CDC appreciates your continued work on the COVID-19 


response and your significant efforts in collecting and reporting case data. We are grateful for 


the data that you can provide.   


Please contact CDC (eocevent118@cdc.gov) if you would like to make the transition to NNDSS-


initiated reporting or if you have further questions. 
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